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illustrious Polish family of that name, and Chancellor of Lithuania. That
nobleman, a zealous Catholic and patriot, had recently founded a Jesuit
College in the town for the purpose of strengthening the Faith among the
people, and Fr. Bobola was now placed over it as the priest most likely to
ensure its success. At once he set to work. Courses of sermons and long
hours in the Confessional became the order of the day. Catechism classes
for the young and uninstructed were organized, and not content with these
labours, the good Superior made expeditions into the neighbouring towns
and villages, and in these distant places confirmed large numbers in the
Faith. The town of Janow, with its overlord, Kopek, was won back to
the Church.1 These missionary labours greatly exasperated the local Greek
clergy and their supporters, and the more so, as Fr. Bobola took good
care in all his discourses and public conferences on religion to show the
complete accord of the ancient Greek Fathers and learned eastern divines,
generally, with the doctors and theologians of the West. In fact, it may
be said here, that it is the persistent misrepresentations of the official
teachers of the Greek Orthodox Church that have had so much to do in
keeping up the unhappy schism since the short-lived reunion at Florence,
1439-44. To rid themsleves of the " Latin Priests," the Greek schismatics
in the course of 1657, called in the hordes of Cossacks then in the neigh-
bourhood of Pinsk. These barbarian horsemen began their fanatical work
by torturing and then beheading Fr. Muffon (i5th May), The other
Fathers had barely time to escape when the assassins burst into the town.
That Fr. Bobola was the chief object of their search soon became apparent
by their shouts and questions, but the head of the Jesuit Mission had gone
to Janow, not to conceal himself, but to continue his usual apostolic minis-
trations. Though warned of his danger, he took no steps to conceal him-
self, and it was while driving in a carriage near the village of Poredelno
that Fr. Bobola was overtaken by the Cossacks and made prisoner (i6th
May). His savage captors at once overwhelmed him with cruelties. He
was wounded with sabres and lances, scourged, and dragged over the
rough ground all the way to Janow, where the persecutors exultingly dis-
played to the terrified people the mangled and half-dead body of " the
Snatcher of Souls!" Instigated to a great extent by their chief, Assa-
voula, the barbarians again fell on their victim, and continued to wreak
upon him a whole series of fresh torments. His hands were slashed
with knives in mockery of the priestly anointing. His hair and skin
were cut from his head in the form of a supposed " tonsure," while
the rest of his body was flayed to make a chasuble. All this time the
martyr did not cease to pray for his murderers and to commend his
soul to God, till finally the Cossack chief, wearied with the bloodshed
? The name Janow is spelt Janov in Pere Olivaint's Mtmoir of the Martyr.